
The Story of Christl Bergstrom’s

RED GALLERY



By year 2000, I was starting to think about moving out of my home 
studio. I wanted a less-isolated place to work and I hoped that it 
might also be a public place to exhibit my paintings. 



At the time I was painting a series of portraits of my family and friends,
and I was having fun doing them.  



I had produced a lot of paintings in the 1980s and 1990s 
that would be exhibited in the new gallery. 



At the time, I was inspired by the critical writings of art historian 
Kirk Vanadoe, chief curator of painting and sculpture at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York in 2001. I was following his 
many essays on the history of modern art. “I came to think that art 
is exactly not what religion is. It is not about absolutes. That it has 
to do with the condition of being human which is not ever to be able 
to deal with absolutes. That we deal in a world of doubts, a world of 
uncertainties, a world of ironies. It’s true that art transports you, that 
it gives you the sense that you can find other worlds than the ones 
you know are inside you. There are so many imagined worlds. 
Each artist creates a world with its own logic and its own set of rules 
that you can move and inhabit…. Art transmutes itself into a form 
of spirituality.”    to which I respond very strongly.

Transcribed from a video lecture by Kirk Vanadoe in 2001      



2001
While walking along Whyte Avenue, I happened to pass this little building, 
under renovation. The owner, Al Balanko, had just posted a sign 
“For Sale or Rent”. I walked in to see if he was serious and it was then 
that I said I would buy the building. We hadn’t even discussed the price. 



2001
Little did I know at the time of the purchase how important the rear yard 
would become as an extension of the building – an empty canvas for a
patio and landscaping.   



This is the earliest photo of the building that we have found – 1958
Edmonton Archives



June 2001
Preparing for the first exhibition



This is the elegant type face I wanted for the Red Gallery logo,
which I saw on a visit to Amsterdam.



The first step in the renovations was the messy process of exposing
the concrete floor by removing the old VA tiles and adhesive.



We painted the walls and 
installed track lighting 

as I prepared for 
the first exhibition. 

Video image of the gallery preparations



2001 Exhibitions



The first exhibition at the Red     Gallery



PORTRAITS

June 22, 2001



July 20, 2001

LANDSCAPES



Someone  said “Art makes thoughts visible” and I think that is what I do.  

LANDSCAPES



Water #201 Fire #203 Earth #202 Air #204 Ether #231 
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LANDSCAPES



VESSELS   August 19, 2001
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The world changed on September 11, 2001



NOSTALGIA     September 17, 2001
Paintings and drawings from the past and present



NOSTALGIA old and new
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NOSTALGIA



2001 ended with this portrait of David and me. 
It was taken from a slide that David arranged and sent to his family 

depicting the end of our first year in 1970. It is hopeful 
and ambiguous at the same time.  

#222



The Story of the Red Gallery – Part 2…


